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FREE-WILL GIFTS BEFORE MOSES

Abraham:

 (Gen. 14: 16-20; HEB. 7)

Abraham “gave” a Free-will gift of 10%

To Melchizedek.

Sometimes  Chapter 7, of Hebrews is misunderstood.  In Genesis 14:20, the Hebrew translation is “gave.”  In Hebrews 7:2, Paul also states that Abraham “gave” Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils. In addition, verse 4,  states that Abraham “gave” Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils.  But, when we read verse 9, the translators use the word “paid.”  This is a mistranslation; the original Greek omits the word “paid;” which was added by translators.  “Paid” is also inconsistent with Genesis 14 and other companion verses in Hebrews 7, which use the word “gave.”  “Pay” and “give” have quite different meanings.  One pays an obligation; he gives a gift because he chooses to.

_________________________________________________________

JACOB:

(Gen. 28: 20-22)

Jacob promised a gift of 10% to God in Genesis, Chapter 28.  However, Jacob’s promise of that gift of 10% to God was contingent on God’s blessings upon him.  “If God will be with me and keep me…, and give me bread… and clothing…, I will … give a a tenth to you.” 

(Note: If there had been a law of tithing before Moses, Jacob, a Godly man, most certainly would not have bargained with God as he did here.  Therefore, it is clear that Abraham’s gift and Jacob’s offer were based on free-will giving of 10%, not a law requiring 10%.)

TITHES REQUIRED

MOSES:

(LEV. 27: 28-33; NUM. I8:24; DEUT. 14:22-29)

The first law of tithing was designed to support the ceremonial system of priests, sacrifices, and food offerings.  This system, along with its method of support, tithing, was a temporary system for the eradication of man’s sins.  It pre-figured and drew upon the sacrifice of the coming Messiah, fulfilled by Jesus’ death on the cross.

POWER OF THE CROSS

This first law of tithing was to last until the Ceremonial system and animal sacrifices would be replaced by the death of the coming Messiah, who would then, after being resurrected, become man’s High Priest in heaven and the one-and-only sacrifice for sin.  (Heb. 7,8,9,10; Gal. 5:6, 6:15; 1 Cor. 7:19).  Therefore, the Ceremonial Laws, including the Mosaic priesthood, animal sacrifices,  circumcision, and tithing, were done away with by the death of Christ.  

CEREMONIAL LAW AND TEN COMMANDMENTS DIFFERENT

Of course, the Ceremonial Law and the Ten Commandments, are completely separate laws. The Ten Commandments are eternal; God spoke them and wrote them in stone with His finger, Deut. 5.  They are confirmed many times in the New Testament both before and after the Cross: Mark 2 and 16; Luke 4 and 23; Acts 13, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 28.  

On the other hand, as shown under the previous section “Power of the Cross,” the Ceremonial Laws became void at the death of the Messiah.

FREE-WILL GIFTS AFTER CROSS

(Matt. 25: 34-36; Col. 2: 14-17; Heb. 9: 1, 10-24; Luke 8:3; Matt. 10:8; Gal. 5:14)

After Christ’s death, Christians give to their High Priest, Christ, by caring for His needy brothers and sisters.  We are to clothe the naked, feed the hungry, provide for the homeless, etc.

(Note: When Christ told the scribes and pharisees (Matthew 23:23) that they should tithe as well as practice justice, faith, and mercy, He was talking to religious leaders who were still under the Levitical Law, the Ceremonial Law.  Christ had not yet offered Himself as mankind’s sacrifice; therefore, the Ceremonial Law was still in effect.)

HOW WAS PAUL, THE GREAT EVNAGELIST, SUPPORTED?

(1 Cor. 9: 15, 18, 19; 2 Cor. 11:  7-11; 8: 12: 9:7; Acts 18: 1-3; 2 Thess. 3: 6-13)

Paul worked with his hands making tents and also accepted free-will gifts from friends and supporters.  He did not charge (1 Cor 9:18.)  Being of the tribe of Benjamin, legally, he could not have accepted tithe even before Christ’s death made the Ceremonial Law void.  Paul preached without charge. Did he have a right to expect reward for his labor?  Oh yes, he has the right to expect pay in exchange for his service (v.13), but he states, “I have used none of these things….” (rights to receive wages for his Christian service, 1 Cor: 9:15.)  Paul didn’t want anyone to think that he was preaching the gospel for money (v. 18.)  He took pride in serving free of charge, and the basis for this pride he would not give up by accepting a salary. (See footnote, Oxford Annotated Bible  on 1Cor. 9:15-27.)  He accepted gifts of “support” (not wages according to the Jewish New Testament translation).  These gifts could have included food, shelter, money, and friendship.  

Writing in 2 Cor 11:8, Paul states: “I robbed other churches by accepting support from them in order to serve you.” (New Oxford Annotated Bible.)  The King James Version uses the word “wages,” rather than support.  Which translation is better?  Going to the Greek, we discover that the word used for support in some translations and wages in other translations, is opsonion, “rations, food,” a derivative of  optos, having to do with that which is cooked.  Therefore, Paul appears to have been accepting cooked food as a kindness from friends.  Consequently, if anyone explaining this text tries to make Paul contradict himself or initiate a teaching that Paul himself clearly rejected, one may question the knowledge or motives of such a self-styled Bible scholar.

Paul did not want to be labeled a hireling. He understood Jesus’ observations in John 10: 9-16.  Here Jesus contrasts the Good Shepherd with the thief and the hireling.  The thief steals the sheep.  The hireling, who is serving for a salary, has little or no personal concern for the sheep and runs when danger is eminent.  Paul served his sheep (converts) out of love, not for money.

It should be noted, also, that Christ worked with His hands as a carpenter and accepted gifts from friends. (Luke 8:3 and Mark 6:3.)  In Matthew 10 and Luke 10, Christ sent out disciples, telling them to take only the clothes they were wearing, and stating that “a worker should be given the things he needs” (New Century Version.)  In John 4: 35-36, Christ observed that a part of the reward for serving Him is the joy of seeing souls accept salvation through Him.

Again, accepting gifts, free-will offerings, is very different from requiring a regular salary and bonuses from a congregation’s tithe.   A perfect example of giving and receiving gratuitous service is found in Christ’s parable of the Good Samaritan.  Jesus told His followers to go and do as did the Samaritan, helping anyone in need and not expecting a reward for such service of love.

The non-apostolic practice of hiring a spiritual leader appears to be rooted in the Roman Catholic concept that there must be a human mediator between man and God, and that mediator is the priest, not God.  Paul plainly states that there is one mediator, Jesus. (1 Tim. 2:5.)

There is no New Testament record that Jesus or His disciples accepted salaries for their labor.  Are they not our models?

THOSE AWAITING CHRIST’S RETURN

(Matt. 25: 34-36; 1 Cor 9: 18,19; 2 Cor. 11: 13-15; 9:7; Rev. 22:14; Rom. 12:8; Acts 20:35; 2 Cor. 8:12)

Christ, our High Priest, “died once for all.”  We show appreciation by caring for Jesus’ needy brothers and sisters until He comes the second time in glory to take to Heaven those who have accepted Him and His sacrifice for their sins.

What will you do with truth?

Although in many churches, “truth is fallen in the streets” (Is. 59:14),  Jesus assures us that if we follow truth, the “truth shall make us free (John 8:32.)  It was the great poet David, who was joyful because he had “chosen the way of truth” (Ps. 119:30), for it is truth that “endures forever”(Ps. 117:2.)

Friend, what will you do with the truth about  supporting the work of spreading the good news of salvation and caring for the needy, Jesus brothers and sisters?  Freely, you have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8).
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